THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
fortunes of Major Beck had been attached to those of
the Marshal that he, too, having been recalled from
Paris, asked leave to resign his commission, and worked
for some time on the Warsaw branch of the Wilno Bank.
He did not, however, remain in steady contact with the
Marshal Only on one occasion did Pilsudski invite
him, and that for a single day to his country retreat to
check up notes concerning the information gleaned by
the Polish General Staff as to the Soviet Army during
the last offensive of the war in 1920. However, he saw
Pilsudski for a second time when he had occasion to
consult him regarding an invitation he had received to
participate in higher special training courses for war-time
officers. On this occasion Pilsudski showed plainly that
he did not desire his old officers to go out of active service
even if only for a time, and the result was that the Major
resumed his military work with the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel, being in fact attached to the Fifth Horse
Artillery Division at Cracow. From this post he was
transferred to the General Staff Academy, and when he
emerged from it at the end of his training he was second
on the examination list. He was then appointed to the
Third Department of the Supreme War Council.
It was while he occupied this position that he heard
stirring news. Away in his country farm-house the old
warrior Pilsudski had been more and more chafing as
to the actual situation. Purely Parliamentary Democracy
had hardly been a success in Poknd. The political
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